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Objective
In June 2021, Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust (MFT) and ‘

Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) partnered together and provided a
week of biomedical science practicals for MMU Healthcare Science students.
This year we focused on how NHS laboratories respond to outbreaks.
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Our goal was to engage undergraduate students, introduce them to laboratory-
based careers and give them the preliminary experience needed to enter the
workplace. We ran a successful program and built on the foundational work of

Malcolm Armstrong and Dr Lisa Coulthwaite’s “Live Labs”. The students ¢
improved their confidence, team work and communication skills. Our workshop
provides an alternative, more flexible approach to traditional laboratory
placements that can be more accessible to students.

They encompass all aspects of our work:
from testing samples and monitoring
cases, to providing Information and
Increasing public awareness.

MANAGING AN MRSA
OUTBREAK

Why do we use MRSA as our example outbreak?

Regularly tested
for in NHS
laboratories

Well-known
HCAl

Clear testing

Public workflow
awareness of
the infection l

Outbreak:
“An incident where two or more persons
have the same disease or similar
symptoms and are linked In time, place
and/or person association”?
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How we run the course:

o
CARE HOME OUTBREAK: MULT
Scientists ‘Break the Chain’ of Superbug RESISTANT STAPH AND MRSA

Infection in Local Care Home e e e s Outbreaks
) X 'MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN STUDENTS LEAD VESTIGATION.
Emma Fellows, Manchester Metropolitan University = Are care homes the new hotspots for dise

How does our module improve the students
education and prepare them for the workplace?

Specialist talks
from NHS and
UKHSA employees

Hands-on
experience with
current qualitative
and guantitative
laboratory tests

Support from
Biomedical
Scientists and staff

A logical, step-by-
step investigation of
an outbreak

A fun and inclusive
environment

References:

Knowledge of NHS
methods

A toolkit for
conveying complex
scientific ideas to a
general audience

A clear connection
between their
university lectures
and practical
applications

Team working and
Investigative skills

Experience with
relevant clinical
microorganisms
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